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 Animals of the World: Amphibians 

The Amphibian 

Amphibians are vertebrate animals that undergo important changes in their 

organism, starting from birth. At the beginning of their life, they live in water, 

breathe through gills, and have a tail that allows them to swim. At this stage, 

they are known as larvae or tadpoles. When they have grown enough, they 

undergo a total metamorphosis, they breathe through lungs now, and they 

develop legs that allow them to live on land. Some amphibians keep their 

tails. 

Among the main characteristic of these animals that stand 

out is their bare, moist, and smooth or rough skin depending 

on the species. Also, they lack hair and scales and have 

glands that fulfill many essential functions to protect them, 

such as controlling its body temperature, assisting its 

breathing, and releasing toxic substances to attack its enemy. 

These animals can go unnoticed in their habitat because their skin color 

adapts to the environment. Some amphibians have very pronounced colors 

that help to ward off their enemy. This is known as aposematism. 

Another characteristic of amphibians is their large, bulging 

eyes. Some have a vertical pupil, which enables their night 

vision.  

It is thought that amphibians were the first animals that tried to conquer the 

land. They only partially succeeded because they have never been able to 

completely separate from the aquatic environment. They can breathe and 

move on land, but they can only reproduce in water. 
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The digits on its legs adapt to its habits giving it greater 

mobility in the aquatic environment. Its digits are webbed to 

climb or stick between the vegetation; its digits are usually 

like pads. Their tongue is retractable and sticky, secreting a 

substance that makes their prey stick to it. Amphibians have 

small teeth in their upper jaw and on their palate. 

Amphibians are cold-blooded, which means that they adapt to 

the same temperature of the air or water where they are 

found. 

It is estimated that there are more than 6,500 amphibian species. In recent 

years, it has decreased dramatically due to the destruction of 

their habitat, pollution, and climate change in addition to the 

scarce protection offered to threatened species. They are 

grouped into three classes: anurans (toads and frogs), 

caudates (salamanders and newts), and apodos (cecilias or without limbs). 

Their diet is not very varied. They are carnivores, and they mainly eat slugs, 

worms, earthworms, spiders, and insects. Only when they are tadpoles, they 

eat vegetables. Depending on its size, its prey can vary. The 

largest amphibian can eat other invertebrates, also mice, 

snakes, lizards, birds, fish, and crustaceans. The small ones 

feed on flies and other small insects. 

Amphibians reproduce by eggs. The fertilization of the eggs is external. The 

female lays the eggs without fertilization, and while this occurs, the male spills 

his sperm on them, and the embryo develops inside the egg. The cover of the 

egg is very thin so that the sperm can cross it, the eggs remain in the water, 

and stick together. 

 

 

 2. 



1. Is a tadpole the same as a larva? Draw what they look like.  

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

2. What is a metamorphosis?  

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

3. What is the metamorphosis that occurs in amphibians?  

______________________________________________________ 

 

4. According to the reading, describe the characteristics of amphibians.  

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

5. Why didn’t amphibians fully conquer the land?  

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

The Amphibian 

Name ___________________________         Date ______________________ 
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Answer the questions. 



Name____________________________         Date _____________________ 
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6. What does the text mean when it says they are cold blooded?  

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

7. List the amphibian classes, investigate, and describe the main 
characteristics of each one.  

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

8. What do amphibians feed on?  

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

9. Explain what external fertilization means.  

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

10. Why is the number of species decreasing? How can humans help to prevent 

the extinction of the species of any animal? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________  
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